Nurses' perspectives on the care of adults with mental health problems and histories of childhood sexual abuse.
Despite growing awareness and evidence linking childhood sexual abuse (CSA) to numerous ongoing health problems in adulthood, the integration of this knowledge into nursing practice remains inconsistent. This article reports the results of a study that explored nurses' perspectives on, and experiences with, providing care for adults with mental health problems who may also have histories of CSA. Nurses' views underscore the challenges and complexities involved when providing care for this population. The themes of nurses' knowledge and comfort levels, ethical practice, patient care considerations, and system issues are used to discuss nurses' understandings, perspectives, and experiences.